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About YPW
Young Professionals of Wichita is a chamber initiative which offers innovative ways for young professionals in the Wichita area to socialize and expand their professional horizons. Our vision is for Wichita to become the heartland's destination for young intellectual capital. 
Who are YPs? 
Wichitans between ages 21 and 39 who are ambitious, educated, and wired; those ready to work hard, play hard, and make a difference in their community.
Over 40? No need to worry, we're not carding at the door. If you can find value in our programming and can bring value to the table, our doors are always open to you. 
What is YPW?
YPW's goals are simple. Our number one aspiration is brain gain for Wichita by: 
· Creating professional and social diversity 

· Building community pride 

· Increasing the quality of life for young professionals 

· Growing the next generation of leaders 

· Establishing a collective voice for YPs 
YPW’s Mission
To attract and retain diverse young talent through professional and social immersion in the Wichita community

Business Case

In 2004, the Chamber recognized a need to find a way to attract and retain young talent to the Wichita area.  About that same time, the Chamber launched Visioneering Wichita, a 20 year plan to improve Wichita and the South Central Region.

In their studies, they found that if employees do not establish relations outside the work environment within 3-6 months, they are more likely to leave. Also, each young adult that is exported from Wichita costs $300,000 in lost investment

How does YPW work?
It couldn't be any easier to get involved. YPW events are specifically designed to professionally and socially immerse young professionals in the Wichita community. If you are new to Wichita, or simply looking to meet new friends and make professional contacts, YPW activities provide an excellent avenue toward making valuable connections and getting involved in the community.
Why join YPW?
By uniting diverse young professionals across the city, YPW creates a force that will both strengthen and grow metro Wichita as it entices even more young professionals to live, work and play in this community. More young professionals mean a stronger community and more opportunities for everyone. 

· Professional and social connection

· You will meet a different group of people at each event you attend so make sure you try a few different things!

· 2000 members

· 26 corporate investors 

· Over 200 organizations represented

· Host between 3 to 7 events every month
· Opportunities to meet some of the cities most prominent leaders by coming out and hearing them speak at our events (our speakers are receptive to questions and allow one-on-one interaction before and after our events)

· Awareness & support of community

· Both through the events we offer (in which you learn more about what Wichita has to offer) and through our eNewsletter (we keep you up-to-date with the happenings around Wichita

· Twitter & Facebook updates, blog, LinkedIn

· Community calendar

· Volunteer opportunities

· Leadership development

· Both through the events we offer (Professional Development Series, Board placement) and by getting involved in an Action Team (helping lead event planning, running for a leadership position on a team, sitting on the YPW Board, etc)

· We are currently developing a YPW Leadership Program

· Receptive forum to voice opinions

· YPW is completely volunteer driven. From inception to completion, members of our Action Teams make everything come to life. 

Interested?  Get Involved.
YPW membership stands at more than 2000 individuals with nearly 100 of our volunteers serving in leadership roles within our Action Teams.  Action Teams are charged with implementing the goals and strategies developed for YPW.  Each Action Team addresses a different market niche within our community.  You can choose to join an Action Team at any time, or simply attend our events that interest you. 
Check us out online at: 
www.ypwichita.org
YPW Action Teams
YPW is proud to say that our events, from inception to completion, are purely driven by our volunteers.  If they see a need for certain programming, they create it.  Below is a list of our seven Action Teams and a sampling of the events and programs they put on.  

Access Wichita 
Access Wichita serves as YPW's information source for what is going on in and around the city. Team members brainstorm ways to showcase the who, what, and where of Wichita. 
· Lunch and Learns

· Many nationally recognized professionals are proud to call Wichita home and Access hands you the ticket to connect with them.

· Showcasing events

· Access finds Wichita’s unique entertainment options, beyond the well-known bars and restaurants, and sets up events for our members to enjoy.  Previous events have included: a chocolate tasting at Coco Dolce; a Frank Lloyd Wright trolley tour, and tour of the Allen Lamb home; and attending a Theater League musical.

YP Ambassadors

YPW Ambassadors are the marketers for YPW. The team serves as the welcoming committee at all events and coordinates new member orientation. The Ambassadors team has two subcommittees: Envoy and Emissary. 

· Envoys are our “volunteers in training.” They have attended the Envoy Presentation and are checking out our different action teams to find the one they want to serve on. 

· Emissaries are our “sales reps.” They go out into the community to recruit new members and new investors. 
Community Relations

Brand new in 2009, YPW Community Relations serves to connect YP’s and local non-proﬁts to provide YP’s the opportunity to give back to their community. This team highlights community events and volunteer opportunities through the new additions to the YPW website: the Community Calendar and the Volunteer Opportunities page. 

· Enhance

· Annual community service project that allows YPs the opportunity to become involved in community improvement, as well as creating a sense of ownership and pride in Wichita.

(Action Teams Continued)
Intern Return

Solely a benefit to our corporate investors, the goal of the Intern Return program is to utilize YPW's resources to enrich the intern's experience in Wichita both socially and professionally by integrating them into the YPW network. As intern candidates complete their education, we want to be their #1 city of choice as they enter the workforce. This team will plan and execute at least 3 programs per year for interns of YPW's corporate investors.

Leadership Link

Leadership Link develops strategies to promote leadership opportunities and education 
for young professionals. Leadership Link heads up the Board Placement Program which connects YP’s to local non-profits’ with the opportunity to serve on their board or committee.  They are also working on developing a leadership training program for YP’s to launch in 2010.
· Board Placement Program

· We provide the opportunity for Wichita's young professionals to connect with volunteer boards and committees of local organizations.
· Professional Development Series

· This program gives YP’s a chance to continue developing both professionally and personally.  Previous topics include: “Effective Presentation Skills”, “Leadership in the Workplace”, and “What to know when buying a home”.

Team Mosaic
Team Mosaic showcases the terrific dynamic that brings diversity within the Wichita community. Mosaic’s goals include establishing variety in ethnicity, profession, demography, and socio-economic status of the city’s young professional crowd. 
· Coffee Talks

· Four times a year they plan their an event in which local diversity speakers come and share their knowledge about a specific topic
· During months they aren’t producing their own event, they highlight various community event dealing with a diversity topic.  
Pulse
Pulse is YPW's social action team. The group of volunteers works to plan 12 events per year centered around hot spots and hidden gems in Wichita. 
· Monthly Mingles

· Social gatherings that give members and non-members a chance to network, both socially and professionally, with other YP’s. 
· Pulse is also responsible for planning our Founders Day event, New Years Eve event, and various other social events throughout the year.

For more information on our other Action Teams and events, check us out online at: 
www.ypwichita.org
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